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promise that the Lancastrian estates would not be forfeited in the event of the
old duke dying during his son's banishment, Richard took possession of them.
This act of faithlessness drove Hereford to take action, and when in the summer
Richard sailed for Ireland the exiled duke in Paris swiftly prepared to return
home to claim his own. He landed at Ravenspur near Grimsby on 4th July
with no more than " fifteen lances; " but the Percies and Nevils of the Scottish
march flocked to his standard, and by the time he reached Leicester he had any-
thing from 60,000 to 100,000 at his back. At Berkeley the loyalist forces under
the regent, Edmund of Langley, refused to fight: Edmund himself went over
to his nephew's side. By the end of the first week in August Hereford was at
Chester, having marched rapidly through the Welsh march from Bristol; and
by the middle of the month Richard, who had returned from Ireland and gone
to join his adherents in North Wales, was a prisoner.

Mounted on " a sorry nag " his captor led him to London and shut him up
in the Tower. The people railed at him as he passed, shouting at him curses
and spitting in his face; and on 28th or 2Qth September a parliamentary deputa-
tion waited upon him and compelled him to sign a deed of abdication. On the
30th Lords and Commons chose Hereford as their king. Richard's fate is shrouded
in mystery. Disguised as a forester he was taken from the Tower to Leeds Castle
in Kent, but he did not remain there long, and was finally removed into the
north country, being successively a prisoner in the Lancastrian castles of Pickering,
Knaresborough, and Pontefract. At the last-named castle his gaoler was Sir
Thomas Swynf ord, son of the woman whom John of Gaunt kept first as a mistress
and then married; and about the middle of February the unhappy prisoner
was starved to death. The body was buried at the church of the Dominicans
at King's Langley.